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1
REDUCING CABLING COMPLEXITY IN
LARGE-SCALE NETWORKS

U.S. GOVERNMENT SUPPORTED RESEARCH

This invention was made with government support under
Grant No. 0812072 awarded by the National Science Foun-
dation, and by a U.S. Department of Defense SMART schol-
arship. The government has certain rights in the invention.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. provisional
patent application Ser. No. 61/145,943, filed on Jan. 20, 2009
and entitled “Method and Apparatus for Reducing Cabling
Complexity in Large-Scale Networks” which is incorporated
by reference herein in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The subject matter described herein relates to large scale
switching networks, such as for example, data center net-
works, and to reduction of cabling complexity in such net-
works.

BACKGROUND

With the help of parallel computing frameworks, organi-
zations routinely process petabytes of data on computational
clusters containing thousands of nodes. For these massively
parallel workloads, the principal bottleneck is often not the
performance of individual nodes, but rather the rate at which
nodes can exchange data over the network. Data center net-
work (DCN) applications typically demonstrate little com-
munication locality, meaning that the communication sub-
strate must support high aggregate bisection bandwidth for
worst-case communication patterns. Unfortunately, modern
DCN architectures can be difficult to scale beyond a certain
amount of bisection bandwidth and can become prohibitively
expensive well in advance of reaching their maximum capac-
ity.

Expensive packet switches can be replaced with many
smaller, commodity switches, organized into a fat-tree topol-
ogy. However, as the number of packet switches grows, so
does the cabling complexity and the difficulty of actually
constructing the network, especially on a tight schedule and
with a minimum amount of human error. Fat-trees have been
used successfully in telecom networks, HPC networks, and
on chips. One major impediment to adoption of this architec-
ture in data center Ethernet networks is the cabling complex-
ity that can result from thousands of interconnected indi-
vidual switches and the overhead of managing a large number
of individual switch elements. As such, the construction of
fat-tree networks from discrete packet switches is not scal-
able. Other solutions are needed.

SUMMARY

In addition to the inconveniences and other associated
problems associated with so many cables, networks of dis-
crete packet switches can be unnecessarily wasteful in the
data center. The relative close proximity of the computer
nodes and the single administrative domain can provide
opportunities for eliminating redundant components, such as
packaging, power conditioning circuitry, and cooling. Mul-
tiple CPUs and memory banks can be consolidated to save

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

cost and power. Consolidation can also reduce the cost of
inter-switch links, which often use expensive and power hun-
gry optical transceivers. A multi-stage switch architecture
according to implementations of the current subject matter
can leverage merchant silicon to reduce the cost, power con-
sumption, and cabling complexity of DCNs while also
increasing the bisection bandwidth available to parallel appli-
cations such as MapReduce (available from Google, Inc. of
Mountain View, Calif.). A fat-tree of discrete packet switches
can be repackaged as a single distributed multi-stage switch,
while also eliminating redundant components to save cost and
power. In one aspect, an apparatus includes a midplane circuit
board, a substantially planar uplink card, and a substantially
planar line card. The midplane circuit board includes one or
more uplink card connectors disposed on a first side and one
or more line card connectors disposed on a second side that is
opposite the first side. The uplink card includes a first uplink
card connector disposed at least adjacently to a first uplink
card edge and a second uplink card connector disposed at
least adjacently to a second uplink card edge that is disposed
oppositely to the first uplink card edge. The uplink card con-
nects to the midplane circuit board such that the first uplink
card connector interfaces with at least one of the uplink card
connectors and is disposed orthogonally to the midplane cir-
cuit board. The line card includes a first line card connector
disposed at least adjacently to a first line card edge and a
second line card connector disposed at least adjacently to a
second line card edge that is disposed oppositely to the first
line card edge. The line card connects to the midplane circuit
board such that the first line connector interfaces with at least
one of the line card connectors and is disposed orthogonally
to both of the midplane circuit board and the uplink card.

In another interrelated aspect, a method is provided for
creating a switching network that includes one or more pod
switches that each include one or more uplink cards con-
nected to one or more line cards through a midplane circuit
board such that the one or more uplink cards are disposed
substantially in parallel to one another and orthogonal to the
midplane circuit board and to the one or more uplink cards.
The method includes connecting each of a plurality of data
connections from each of a plurality of uplink circuits on each
uplink card of the pod switch to a different one of a plurality
of core switch circuits at a core switch array card of a core
switch array. The method also includes connecting each line
card to a plurality of computing nodes such that the line card
provides links between each computing node and each of the
one or more uplink cards via the midplane circuit board.

In yet another interrelated aspect, a high speed switching
network system includes a plurality of pod switches that each
include a midplane circuit board, a substantially planar uplink
card, and a substantially planar line card. The midplane cir-
cuit board includes one or more uplink card connectors dis-
posed on a first side and one or more line card connectors
disposed on a second side that is opposite the first side. The
uplink card includes a first uplink card connector disposed at
least adjacently to a first uplink card edge and a second uplink
card connector disposed at least adjacently to a second uplink
card edge that is disposed oppositely to the first uplink card
edge. The uplink card connects to the midplane circuit board
such that the first uplink card connector interfaces with at
least one of the uplink card connectors and is disposed
orthogonally to the midplane circuit board. The line card
includes a first line card connector disposed at least adja-
cently to a first line card edge and a second line card connector
disposed at least adjacently to a second line card edge that is
disposed oppositely to the first line card edge. The line card
connects to the midplane circuit board such that the first line
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connector interfaces with at least one of the line card connec-
tors and is disposed orthogonally to both of the midplane
circuit board and the uplink card. The system also includes a
core switch array that includes one or more core switch array
cards that each includes a core switch central processing unit,
a plurality of core switch circuits, and connectors for con-
necting to the uplink cards of the plurality of pod switches.

In optional variations, one or more of the following fea-
tures can be included. The apparatus can include a central
processing unit and at least one memory storing instructions
that, when executed by the central processing unit, cause the
central processing unit to perform operations. The operations
can include breaking up an Ethernet frame received at the
central processing unit from a switch port on the line card or
uplink card in a sequence of 64 byte segments, encapsulating
each 64 byte segment in the sequence into a separate Ethernet
extension protocol frame, assigning a same virtual link iden-
tification to all Ethernet extension protocol frames originat-
ing from the switch port, and passing the Ethernet extension
protocol frames from the central processing unit to a destina-
tion switch port.

The apparatus can also optionally include one or more
substantially planar additional line cards that each include an
additional first line card connector disposed at least adja-
cently to an additional first line card edge and an additional
second line card connector disposed at least adjacently to an
additional second line card edge that is disposed oppositely to
the additional first line card edge. Each of the additional line
cards connects to the midplane circuit board such that the
additional first line card connector interfaces with a corre-
sponding line card connector. The additional line cards can be
disposed parallel to the line card and orthogonally to both of
the midplane circuit board and the uplink card.

The apparatus can also optionally include one or more
substantially planar additional uplink cards that each include
an additional uplink line card connector disposed at least
adjacently to an additional first uplink card edge and an addi-
tional second uplink card connector disposed at least adja-
cently to an additional second uplink card edge that is dis-
posed oppositely to the additional first uplink card edge. Each
of'the additional uplink cards connects to the midplane circuit
board such that the additional first uplink connector interfaces
with a corresponding uplink connector. The additional uplink
cards can be disposed parallel to the uplink card and orthogo-
nally to both of the midplane circuit board and the line card.
The circuits of a high speed switching network can optionally
include application-specific integrated circuits.

The uplink card can optionally include a plurality of uplink
switches configured to connect one or more core switches at
a core switching array with the line card. The line card can
optionally include a plurality of line switches configured to
connect a plurality of computing nodes with the uplink card.
The uplink card and the one or more additional uplink cards
can optionally each include a plurality of uplink switches
configured to connect one or more core switches at a core
switching array with the line card and with a plurality of
computing nodes connected to the line card. The line card can
include a plurality of line switches configured to connect a
plurality of computing nodes connected to the line card with
the uplink card and the one or more additional uplink cards
and with one or more core switches at a core switching array
that are connected to a plurality of uplink switches on each of
the uplink card and the one or more additional uplink cards.

Articles are also described that comprise a tangibly embod-
ied machine-readable medium operable to cause one or more
machines (e.g., computers, etc.) to result in operations
described herein. Similarly, computer systems are also
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described that may include a processor and a memory
coupled to the processor. The memory may include one or
more programs that cause the processor to perform one or
more of the operations described herein.

The details of one or more variations of the subject matter
described herein are set forth in the accompanying drawings
and the description below. Other features and advantages of
the subject matter described herein will be apparent from the
description and drawings, and from the claims.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of this specification, show certain aspects
of the subject matter disclosed herein and, together with the
description, help explain some of the principles associated
with the disclosed implementations. In the drawings,

FIG. 1 is a schematic diagram showing an example of a
3-tier (5-stage) fat-tree using 4-port switching elements;

FIG. 2 is a perspective diagram showing an exemplary
physical organization of a pod switch;

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram showing an exemplary lay-
out of a 24-port 10 GbE top-of-rack (TOR) switch;

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing an exemplary
deployment of a 3,456-port switch;

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing an example ofa pod
switch line card;

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram showing an example of
layers of a pod switch line card circuit board;

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram showing an example ofa pod
switch uplink card;

FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram showing an example of a
core switch array card;

FIG. 91s a schematic diagram showing an exemplary topol-
ogy of a 3,456-port switch;

FIG. 10 is a process flow chart illustrating a method of data
transfer using an Ethernet extension protocol (EEP);

FIG. 11 is a data block diagram showing an example of an
Ethernet extension protocol (EEP) frame format;

FIG. 12 is a process flow chart illustrating a method of
creating a high speed switching network; and

FIG. 13 is a graph showing results of latency measurements
of implementations of the current subject matter using EEP
and 802.1ad

When practical, similar reference numbers denote similar
structures, features, or elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The current subject matter provides, among other possible
advantages, an improved switching configuration that can
condense the number of cabling connections required in a
data center network by an order of magnitude or more. In one
implementation, a 3,456-port 10 Gigabit Ethernet (10 GbE)
switch with 34.56 terabits per second (Tb/s) of bisection
bandwidth can be provided. Using commodity 10 GbE mer-
chant silicon as the fundamental building block, cost, power,
and cabling complexity can be reduced by implementing a
novel Layer 2 Ethernet extension protocol (EEP) in hardware
to aggregate multiple 10 GbE links into, for example, a single
40 Gigabit Ethernet (40 GbE) link, and vice versa. In this and
other implementations, an improved EEP protocol can be
used to reduce the number of inter-switch cables, in one
example from 6,912 to just 96. With 64-port 10 GbE switch
silicon, which is soon to become commercially available, the
current subject matter is extendable to as many as 65,536
ports of 10 GbE, although the description herein provides
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examples using Gigabit Ethernet, the current subject matter
may be used with other high-speed switches as well.

When constructing a DCN for a computational cluster, one
objective can be to provide enough bisection bandwidth so
that communication-intensive parallel computations can
maintain high-levels of CPU utilization. A bisection of a
network can be a partition into two or more equally-sized sets
of' nodes. The sum of the capacities of links between the two
or more partitions is called the bandwidth of the bisection.
The bisection bandwidth of a network is the minimum such
bandwidth along all possible bisections. Therefore, bisection
bandwidth can be thought of as a measure of worst-case
network capacity. Cabling complexity can be defined as a
measure of the number of long inter-switch cables required to
construct a particular DCN. Short intra-rack cables or cables
that cross between adjacent racks are not difficult to install
and maintain, but long cables require planning and overhead
cable trays. They are also more difficult to test and to replace
after a break. This in turn increases the cost of the network.

A fat-tree topology, such as is used in various implemen-
tations of the current subject matter, can provide an enormous
amount of bisection bandwidth while using only small, uni-
form switching elements. FIG. 1 shows a small example of a
fat-tree topology 100 constructed from 4-port switching ele-
ments. The fat-tree topology 100 includes three layers that
respectively include 4-port core switches 102, 4-port aggre-
gation switches 104, and 4-port edge switches 106. Band-
width scaling can be achieved with multiple, redundant paths
through the network. However, using conventional tech-
niques, the large number of links required to create such a
network can translate into a large degree of cabling complex-
ity, making the network difficult or impractical to construct
and maintain.

DCNs are generally composed of racks, switches, cables,
and transceivers. A typical metal rack measures approxi-
mately 0.6 m wide by approximately 1 m deep by approxi-
mately 2 m high, has an unloaded weight of approximately
170 kg, and can support a maximum load of approximately
900 kg. A 2 m high rack can be partitioned into 42 vertical
rack units (denoted as RU, or simply U). The standard size for
a RU is approximately 44.45 mm (1.75 in.) high. Rack-
mountable equipment occupies one or more rack units. Racks
are lined up side-by-side in rows. To assist with cooling, rows
can be aligned front-to-front and back-to-back to form what
are called cold aisles and hot aisles. A cold aisle can generally
be at least 1.22 m (4 ft) wide to allow human access to the
front panels of the racks. A hot aisle can generally be at least
0.9 m wide and is typically heated by the air exhaust from
cooling fans or servers and other equipment mounted in the
racks. Cables are generally passed into the hot aisles.

Cables can be routed between racks using one or more of
several techniques. If the racks are in the same row, it can be
simplest to run the cables inside the racks. Specialized wire
management solutions can be used to facilitate routing of
cables in this manner. For installations with many cables, the
top one or two RUs of a rack can be left empty. If the racks are
in different rows, the cables connecting racks can run along
the ceiling, suspended in overhead cable trays. This is a stan-
dard practice because it reduces clutter and prevents safety
hazards. Some data centers have raised floors with removable
tiles. The space underneath the floor can also be used to route
cables, including power cables.

A common Ethernet switch used in data centers is a “top-
of-rack” (TOR) switch. Such switches typically occupy one
RU switch that is placed in the top position in a rack and that
connects to all of the computing nodes in that rack. These
switches are becoming commodities due to the recent emer-
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6

gence of merchant silicon. Table 1 lists parameters of three
types of switches typically used in DCNs. A top of rack GbE
switch (TOR1G) can be a 48-port GbE/4-port 10 GbE switch
for which prices typically range between approximately
$2,500 and $10,000. A top of rack 10 GbE switch (TOR10G)
is a 24-port 10 GbE switch for which prices typically range
between $5,000 and $15,000. Both types of switches typi-
cally consume approximately 200 W of power.

TABLE 1

Parameters of representative DCN switches.

TORIG TOR10G EOR
GbE Ports 48 0 0
10 GbE Ports 4 24 128
Power (W) 200 200 11,500
Size (RU) 1 1 33

Another switch often used in data centers is an “end-of-
row” (EOR) switch, which is typically placed in a rack, some-
times by itself due to its size. A number of nearby switches in
other racks are typically connected directly to an EOR. EOR
switches can also be referred to as modular switches, because
they accept a variety of modules, called line cards, with dif-
ferent Layer 1 interfaces and different combinations of
switching fabrics and network processors. The EOR listed in
Table 1 is a 128-port 10 GbE switch for which a typical
current price is generally between approximately $500,000
and $1,000,000.

Table 2 lists exemplary properties of Ethernet cables and
transceivers. The term “Ethernet cable” usually refers to
unshielded twisted pair (UTP) copper cable. UTP cable is
available in different grades, which do not always correspond
directly with IEEE Layer 1 standards. For example, Cat-5e
UTP copper cable can allow GbE links of up to 100 m while
Cat-6a UTP copper cable can allow 10 GbE links ofup to 100
m, although shielded, twin-axial cable (“twinax”) may be
used as well to provide a 10 GbE link with a run of up to 15 m.

TABLE 2
Parameters of representative data center communication cables and
transceivers.
Cat-6 Twinax MMF120  Units
Cable cost 0.41 11.2 233 $/m
Cable weight 42 141 440 g/m
Cable diameter 55 7 25 mm
Gigabit Ethernet

Standard 1000BASE- N/A 1000BASE-SX

T
Range 100 N/A 550 m
Transceiver cost 10 N/A 36 $
Transceiver power 042 N/A 0.5 w

10 Gigabit Ethernet
Standard 10GBASE-T 10GBASE- 10GBASE-SR

CX4

Range 30 15 300 m
Transceiver cost 100 100 250 $
Transceiver power 6 0.1 1 W

40 Gigabit Ethernet
Standard N/A N/A 40GBASE-SR4
Range N/A N/A 300 m
Transceiver cost N/A N/A 600 $
Transceiver power N/A N/A 24 w

Optical fiber cables are becoming more common in data
centers as 10 GbE is introduced. While both multimode fiber
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(MMF) and single-mode fiber (SMF) are available, MMF is
typically preferred because optical transceivers for multi-
mode fiber are significantly less expensive. OM-3 “laser
grade” MMF can allow 10 GbE links longer than 300 m.
Distribution fiber cable can pack multiple fiber strands within
a single physical cable. Typical densities are multiples of 12.
A bidirectional link typically requires two fibers, so a
72-strand fiber cable can typically support 36 bidirectional
communication channels. Implementations of the current
subject matter can include data communications over one or
more of UTP, twinax, optical fiber, and the like.

A transceiver converts signals between a circuit board and
a communications cable, and an optical transceiver typically
converts between an electrical signal and an optical signal.
For UTP and twinax copper cable, transceivers can be pack-
aged into a chip and placed directly onto a circuit board.
These standards include 1000BASE-T, 10 GBASE-CX4, and
10 GBASE-T, for GbE over UTP, 10 GbE over twinax, and 10
GbE over UTP, respectively.

There are a number of different Layer 1 protocols for
optical fiber, depending on the carrier wavelength, the bit rate,
the encoding, multimode vs. single mode, etc. The network-
ing industry has taken the 7-Layer OSI model quite literally
by separating the Ethernet MAC functions (Layer 2) from the
Ethernet physical layer (PHY) transceiver functions (Layer 1)
through the use of pluggable optical transceiver modules.
These modules are standardized by various Multi Sourcing
Agreements (MSAs) to define standard mechanical and elec-
trical form factors. This allows Ethernet device manufactur-
ers to specialize in Layer 2 and Layer 3 functionality, and
allows the end user to choose their desired Layer 1 protocol
just by plugging in a module. The most common optical
module standard for GbE is the SFP module. Recently, SFP+
has become the dominant standard for 10 GbE. These mod-
ules use the L.C connector, which couples two fibers together
into close proximity. The quad small form-factor pluggable
(QSFP) transceiver is being developed for 40 GbE using an
emerging standard to be named 40 GBASE-SR4. This mod-
ule will be slightly larger than SFP and SFP+ modules and
will use an MT connector with 8 optical fibers (4 send, 4
receive). MT connectors are available with up to 72 optical
fibers.

3-tier fat-trees can employ a large number of 48-port GbE
TOR switches to provide multiple Tb/s of bisection band-
width. For example, a unit with 2,880 such TOR switches can
provide 27.648 Tb/s of bisection bandwidth. However, such a
configuration can be extremely difficult to construct because
the high number of cable bundles. In the example with 2,880
48-port switches, 1,128 separate cable bundles can be
required, each of which must be manually and independently
routed and installed. Such a network can be partitioned into
48 separate pods (switches and servers) that communicate
through a core switch array of 576 48-port switches. Assum-
ing that a pod has a 3 m diameter and the distance between two
pods is 1.5 m, such a configuration can require approximately
226,972 m of cable, weighing approximately 9,532 kg.

In some implementations, the current subject matter uses
small fat-trees to gain the benefit of the fat-tree topology and
commodity switches while minimizing the number of unique
cable bundles. A conventional switching system can require
k(k-1)/2 bundles where k is the number of pod switches. The
top tier of the network in such systems is typically collocated
with the k pod switches. However, by placing the top tier in a
central location, only k bundles can be necessary required
(from the pods to the central location). The use of optical fiber
cable instead of copper cable can cut down the bulk of the
cables required to carry a given data capacity because com-
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pared to copper, fiber is much thinner and lighter. Cables
containing more than 72 fibers are readily available.

In an implementation, a fat-tree network can be based on a
24-port 10 GbE TOR switch. Such switches are currently
available from various manufacturers for between $5K and
$15K. Connecting 720 such switches into a 3-tier fat-tree
topology can yield a bisection bandwidth of 34.56 Tb/s. Each
of'the 24 pods can contain as many as 24 switches, co-located
in a single rack. The 144 core switches can be distributed over
4 racks. The 3,456 long fiber cables necessary to connect the
switches can be combined into just 24 bundles of cable. With
current component costs, the total cost of such a fat-tree
network is estimated to be about $7.2M, which is $2,000 per
port. This network is both less expensive and provides more
bisection bandwidth than a traditional DCN constructed from
modular packet switches.

In some implementations of the current subject matter, a
pod switch 200 can be constructed from multiple circuit
boards assembled as shown in FIG. 2. A geometry for a pod
switch according to implementations of the current subject
matter can include a midplane circuit board 202 defining a
first plane that is substantially orthogonal to at least one line
card 204 and also substantially orthogonal to at least one
daughter card or uplink card 206 which is or are also substan-
tially orthogonal to the at least one line card 204. The mid-
plane circuit board 202 is positioned centrally in the chassis of
the pod switch 200 such that is can connect on one side to the
atleastone line card 204 and on an opposite side to at least one
uplink card 206 through high-density high-speed electrical
connectors. The midplane circuit board also provides power
to all of the line cards 204 and daughter or uplink cards 206,
and contains a CPU (not shown in FIG. 2) that manages the
state of the pod switch 200. The midplane design provides a
clean and simple interface allowing signals from each line
card 204 to pass directly to each uplink card 206, and vice
versa. In the implementation shown in FIG. 2, the line cards
204 can be mounted horizontally and the uplink cards 206
mounted vertically in a so-called horizontal-vertical arrange-
ment. Other arrangements are possible.

Electrical connectors 210 for use in the pod switch 200 are
typically inexpensive and can be obtained from several ven-
dors. In one non-limiting example, the male connectors can
be attached to the midplane circuit board 202 and the female
connectors can be attached to the line cards 204 and uplink
cards 206. Each connector can have at least 16 pins to support
8 differential channels of 10 GbE between each line card and
each uplink card. In the example of FIG. 2, there are 18
connectors per pod switch 200, for example to connect three
line cards 204 to six uplink cards 206, plus additional con-
nectors for power distribution. Each of the three line cards
204 in FIG. 2 can provide 48 10 GbE ports directed toward
computing nodes for a total of 144 such ports. Each of the six
uplink cards 204 in FIG. 2 can provide six 40 GbE ports
directed toward a core switch array for atotal of 36 such ports.
In some implementations, the pod switch 200 reduces the
distance of the interconnections between the line cards 204
and the uplink cards 206, when compared to past intercon-
nection techniques. This distance reduction may improve pod
switch 200 performance because at higher speeds, such as for
example speeds greater than 1 Gigabit per second, the longer
the trace run, the larger the losses and associated electro-
magnetic effects.

In addition to these boards, the chassis can also contain a
power supply units (PSU) and optionally, one or more redun-
dant backup PSUs, which have been omitted from FIG. 2 for
clarity. The at least one PSU can be located in a convenient
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location on the chassis, for example in the back of the chassis
on the left and right sides of the uplink cards.

FIG. 3 shows a board layout for an example of'a 24-port 10
GbE TOR switch 300, which includes one or more central
processing units 302, a 10 GbE small form-factor pluggable
transceiver (SFP+) 304, one or more fans 306, one or more
power supply units (PSU) 310, one or more application spe-
cific integrated circuits (ASICs) 312, and a number of PHY's
(314). In the example of FIG. 3, each SFP+ 304 provides 8
ports and an associated 8 PHY's (314). Table 3 shows repre-
sentative costs and power consumptions of components typi-
cally associated with such a switch. A switch ASIC 312 by
itself is not an Ethernet switch, but rather just a fast path. To
build a functional switch, several other chips as well as soft-
ware for handling networking protocols, such as for example
Minimum Spanning Tree or Open Shortest Path First (OSPF),
can also be included. Such software can run on the local CPU
302, which need not be very powerful since the amount of
required computation is typically small. Common operating
systems can include Linux and VxWorks (available from
Wind River Systems of Alameda, Calif.). The CPU 302 can
also include one or more supporting chips (not shown in FIG.
3) such as, for example, dynamic random access memory
(DRAM) for system memory, flash for secondary storage,
other memory or data storage chips, and the like.

TABLE 3

Representative parts costs and power consumption
of switch component:

Part Cost ($) Power (W)
ASIC 410 22
CPU 130 8
PHY 10 0.8
SFP+ 250 1

EEP 10 2
QSFP 600 25

The PHY chips 314, which are used to bridge a Layer 1
protocol supported by the ASIC 312 with a Layer 1 protocol
exposed by the switch. For example, an ASIC 312 may only
support a 10 Gb attachment unit interface (XAUI) natively,
but by adding a PHY chip 314 to the switch 300, the XAUI
protocol can be converted into 10 GBASE-T, which allows
Cat-6a cables to be connected to the switch 300.

The three classes of chips (ASICs, CPUs, and PHYSs) are
generally the primary building blocks of switches and routers.
Sometimes switches will contain other chips such as flash
memory for nonvolatile storage or field programmable gate
arrays (FPGAs) for glue logic. Power supply units (PSUs)
and fans can also be included. Although optical transceiver
modules are not technically part of the switch, they are
included in the current analysis due to their typically substan-
tial contribution to the overall cost and power consumption of
a switching system.

In an illustrative implementation of the current subject
matter, a 3,456-port 10 GbE switch composed substantially of
merchant silicon connected in a fat-tree topology. In contrast,
large Ethernet switches from traditional network equipment
manufacturers use multiple proprietary ASICs and a crossbar
topology. In contrast, the current subject matter can provide a
simple and completely optional ASIC called the Ethernet
extension protocol (EEP) to further reduce the cost, power
consumption, and cabling complexity of the overall design.
The EEP is described in greater details below. FIG. 4 shows
an overview of such a 3,456-port switch 400 according to an
implementation of the current subject matter. Rather than one
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monolithic switch, the design can be separated into 24 pod
switches 200 and a core switch array 404. In the example of
FIG. 4, a pod switch 402 can occupy four rack units of space
and can provide data connections via, for example 144 10
GbE cables 406 to 144 computing nodes 408. Only one such
cable 406 is shown in FIG. 4 for clarity. Each of two modules
410 of the core switch array 404 can occupy 9 rack units of
space. A pod switch 402 can include the bottom two tiers of
the fat-tree topology 100 as shown in FIG. 1 while the core
switch array 404 forms the top tier of the fat tree topology
100.

Each pod switch 402 can function as a standalone 144-port
10 GbE switch. When connected to the core switch array 404,
the pod switches 200 act as a single non-interfering switch.
The pod switches 200 can also be incrementally deployed as
the network is built out. When fully deployed, the switch 400
can have 3,456 ports and 34.56 Th/s of bisection bandwidth.
Each pod switch 200 can connect to the core switch array 404
with four parallel cables 412, each carrying 72 multimode
fibers. These cables 412 can be routed from the pod switch
200 to the rack carrying the core switch array 404 via an
overhead cable tray 414.

The core switch array 404 is not a monolithic switch, but
rather a collection of 144 individual 24-port switches. As
noted, the core switch array 404 can be separated into two or
more modules 410 to provide fault tolerance and to allow
some degree of incremental deployment. It is also possible to
divide the core switch array 404 into four modules 410. How-
ever, the overall costs of the switch can begin to increase as
the number of modules 410 increases. FIG. 4 shows the core
switch array 404 installed into a single rack 416 for illustra-
tion purposes, but in actual deployment, the modules 410 can
be physically separated to provide fault tolerance of critical
network infrastructure, such as for example in the case of a
localized power failure.

FIG. 5 shows an exemplary layout of the line card 204
according to an implementation of the current subject matter.
The line card 204 shown in FIG. 5 can replace four discrete
24-port switches, such as for example that shown in FIG. 3,
from the edge layer of the network and can help reduce or
eliminate redundant components. The four switch ASICs 502
separate the board into two halves. The bottom half of the
board contains 48 line SFP+ optical transceiver cages 504 and
48 line PHY chips 506, to convert between a SFP+ 10G
electrical interface (SFI) and the IEEE X AUTI standard for 10
GbE. FIG. 5 shows solid traces 510 running from the line
SFP+ cages 504 to the line PHY's 506, to one of the line switch
ASICs 502. The line SFP+ cages 504 provide connections to
the computing nodes. The other traces are shown with dotted
lines to indicate that they also continue, but have been
removed from the diagram for clarity. FIG. 5 also includes a
line CPU 512 shown off to the side which connects directly to
the four-switch line ASICs 502 via a PCI Express bus (not
shown). This configuration can allow software running at the
line CPU 512 to configure the line switch ASICs 502, and can
further allow exceptional Ethernet frames to be sent from the
line switch ASICs 502 over the PCI Express bus to the line
CPU 512 for further processing.

Also as shown in the top half of FIG. 5, the line card 204
can include an 48 additional line PHY's 514 and six additional
line electrical connectors 516 each configured to interface
with an uplink card 206 via a midplane circuit board 202
(neither of which are shown in FIG. 5). These additional line
PHYs 514 can convert between XAUI and 10 GBASE-KR,
which is the IEEE standard for 10 GbE over backplanes. 10
GBASE-KR can exhibit greater robustness than X AUI when
passing between different boards. FIG. 5 also shows addi-



US 8,842,688 B2

11

tional traces 520 from a line switch ASIC 502 to one row of
additional line PHY's 514 on the top half of the line card 204.
Two traces from each line switch ASIC 502 can be routed to
each of the uplink cards 206 via the additional line electrical
connectors 516.

Circuit boards can be divided into multiple layers and can
be categorized as either signal layers or power/ground layers.
FIG. 6 shows of cross sectional diagram 600 of aline card 204
having four separate signal layers that allow routing of all
copper traces. Congestion can occur in the top half of the
board where each switch ASIC 502 connects to each connec-
tor 602.

The uplink card 206 can perform at least two functions.
First, it can act as a switch fabric for the pod switch 200,
allowing the line switch ASICs 502 on the line cards 504 to
connect to each other. Second, it can forward traffic to and
from the core switch array 410. FIG. 7 shows an example of
a layout of an uplink card 206. Each uplink card 206 can
replace two discrete 24-port switches from the aggregation
layer of the network. Like the line card 204, the uplink card
206 can also include two halves. The bottom half shown in
FIG. 7 can connect to the midplane circuit board 202 with
uplink electrical connectors 702, of which there are three in
FIG. 7, each for one of the line cards 204 in FIG. 2. The traces
from the uplink electrical connector 702 corresponding to
each line card 204 are routed to uplink PHY's 704, of which
there are eight in FIG. 7, and then split between two uplink
switch ASICs 706. In FIG. 7, traces connecting to the one of
the two uplink switch ASICs 706 are shown as solid lines,
whereas traces connecting to the second of the two uplink
switch ASICs 706 are partially shown as dotted lines. This
half of the uplink card 206 can require two separate signal
layers.

The top half of the board can contain uplink EEP ASICs
710 and uplink QSFP cages 712, of which there are six of each
in FIG. 7. Each uplink EEP ASIC 706 connects to four ports
of its corresponding uplink switch ASIC 706 using, for
example, the X AUI protocol and connects to one of the uplink
QSFP modules 710 using, for example, the QSFP electrical
interface. The uplink EEP ASIC 710 is described in more
detail below. In the uplink card 206 shown in FIG. 7, the top
half of the uplink card 206 can aggregate 24 ports of 10 GbE
into 6 ports running the custom EEP protocol at 40 Gb/s.

Most exceptional packet processing can be performed on
either the line card 204 or in the core switch array 404, rather
than on the uplink card 206. Thus, a dedicated CPU can be
omitted from the uplink card and instead, all uplink cards 206
can be managed by a system-level CPU located on the mid-
plane circuit board 202. It is also possible to place a CPU on
each uplink card with a modest increase in cost.

The core switch array 404 can, in some implementations,
include 18 independent core switch array cards 800, parti-
tioned into two modules 410 with 9 cards each. An example of
such a core switch array card 800 that can provide function-
ality of the core switch array 404 is shown in FIG. 8. The
choice of packaging for the core switch array 404 is largely
arbitrary since the separate 24-port switches on each core
switch array card 800 do not communicate with each other
directly. The core switch array cards 800 do not connect to a
backplane and their co-location is merely a matter of simpli-
fying cable management and packaging. The absence of a
backplane can greatly reduce the cost of the core switch array
404 and readily permits scaling of the current subject matter
to even larger fat-tree switches in the future.

Each core switch array card 800 such as that shown in FIG.
8 can replace eight discrete 24-port switches from the core
layer of the network. In the implementation of FIG. 8, each
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core switch array card 800 can contain a CPU 802, core
switch ASICs 804 (of which there are eight in FIG. 8), core
EEP ASICs 806 (of which there are 48 shown in FIG. 8), and
core QSFP modules 810 (of which there are 48 shown in FIG.
8). FIG. 8 shows eight traces from two core EEP ASICs 806
connecting to the eight different core switch ASICs 804.
Although there can be a total of 192 connections between the
core EEP ASICs 806 and the core switch ASICs 804, these
connections can be provided in as few as eight signal layers—
one per core switch ASIC 804. A ninth signal layer can be
included for the CPU 802 to connect to the core switch ASICs
804. Current circuit board manufacturing techniques can
make it difficult to design boards with more than 10 signal
layers, so a layout as described herein can be the most effi-
cient in terms of board area utilization without becoming an
engineering challenge. More exotic designs may be able to
double the number of signal layers to 20 or even more, but the
engineering challenge using currently available techniques
increases correspondingly.

FIG. 9 shows an example of an internal topology diagram
900 of'a 3,456-port switch 400. In order to achieve full bisec-
tion bandwidth, each pod switch 200 must connect to each of
the 144 switch ASICs 804 at the core switch array card 800. If
a mistake is made when constructing the network, a pod
switch 200 might end up with two or more parallel links to the
same core switch ASIC 804, which would subtract from the
overall bisection bandwidth.

An EEP protocol according to the current subject matter
can help prevent such installation mistakes. The four links
leaving an uplink ASIC on a pod switch uplink card 206 can
travel to a single core switch array card 800, where they
connect to four different core switch ASICs 804. The core
switch array card 800 can be designed such that a top row of
24 of the core QSFP modules 810 connect only to a top row of
core switch ASICs 804, and a bottom row of core QSFP
modules 810 connect only to a bottom row of core switch
ASICs 804. In such a configuration, as long as each pod
switch 200 connects to exactly one upper and one lower port
on each core switch array card 800, the network can achieve
full bisection bandwidth.

As noted above, the current subject matter allows supports
incremental deployment. A very small network can start with
a single pod switch 200 and no core switch array 404. Each
pod switch line card 204 can be installed as more ports are
needed. However, all of the uplink cards 206 for which the
pod switch 200 is designed (for example, six as in FIG. 2) are
advantageously installed for non-interfering throughput.
Uplink cards 206 can also be installed incrementally to
reduce cost or if some degree of oversubscription can be
tolerated. In the pod switch 200 of FIG. 2, each uplink card
206 can provide a sixth of the total aggregate bandwidth
available from the pod switch 200.

For a single pod switch 200, the QSFP modules of the core
switch array card 800 are not needed. A single pod switch 200
can provide up to 1.44 Th/s of bisection bandwidth. Adding a
second pod switch 200 can require the installation of the core
switch array 404. However, if fault tolerance is not a concern,
then it is possible to install just one of the two core switch
array modules 410. Also, if some degree of oversubscription
can be tolerated, then not all nine core switch array cards 800
need be installed. Each core switch array card 800 can provide
one eighteenth of the total aggregate bandwidth available
from the core switch array 404 of the example shown in FIG.
4.

One core switch array module 410 can support up to 12 pod
switches 200 with no oversubscription. In this deployment,
each pod switch 200 can connect all of its uplink cables 412
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to the same core switch array module 410, rather than split-
ting them between the two modules 410 as shown in FIG. 4.
However, once a thirteenth pod switch 200 is installed, both
core switch array modules 410 can become necessary. The
four 72-strand fiber cables 412 from each of the pod switches
200 are then distributed evenly among the core switch array
cards 800 of the core switch array modules 410. This could
require disconnecting and reconnecting a small number of
cables.

Comparing an exemplary implementation to other
approaches to providing a 3,456-port fat-tree switch can high-
light several possible advantages of the current subject matter.
The three example network configurations are designated as
Network 1, Network 2, and Network 3. Network 1, which
includes 720 discrete 24-port 10 G TOR switches, such as for
example TOR10G in Table 1, connected in a fat-tree topol-
ogy, can be constructed immediately without any hardware
engineering. All inter-switch links can use 10 Gb/s small
form-factor pluggable (SFP+) optical transceivers and multi-
mode fiber cable. Network 2 uses board and chassis designs
according to the current subject (for example as shown in
FIG. 2, FIG. 5,FIG. 7, and FIG. 8). However, Network 2 does
not use EEP or 40 GbE quad small form-factor pluggable
(QSFP) transceiver modules. Instead, Network 2 simply
replaces these components with additional 10 GbE PHY's and
SFP+ modules. Network 3 uses a design similar to implemen-
tations of the current subject matter as shown in FIG. 2, FIG.
5, FIG. 7, and FIG. 8 and discussed in reference thereto with
EEP. Such a design has the highest non-recurring engineering
(NRE) costs of the three examples because it generally
requires board, chassis, and ASIC design. However, the
higher NRE costs can readily translate into lower capital and
operational costs. In order to eliminate non-comparable costs
such as software engineering and profit margins, for this
analysis, all three designs are reduced to their major hardware
components, for example chips and optical transceivers,
while certain components such as circuit boards, power sup-
plies, fans, chassis, and cables are omitted. The omitted com-
ponents are not expected to contribute more than 10% of the
total cost or power consumption.

Use of EEP according to implementations of the current
subject matter can be quite beneficial in light of the properties
of optical transceivers. As shown in Table 4, it can be sub-
stantially less expensive in terms of cost, power consumption,
and physical area to aggregate to higher-rate links, and then to
disaggregate back to an original rate because higher-rate
transceivers are typically more efficient both in cost and in
power consumption. The prices shown in Table 4 are esti-
mates provided by a large OEM manufacturer, and are
expected to change over time.

TABLE 4

Representative optical transceiver standards.

SFP SFP+ QSFP
Rate 1 Gb/s 10 Gb/s 40 Gb/s
Cost/Gb/s $35 $25 $15
Power/Gb/s 500 mW 150 mW 60 mW

Table 5 lists part counts for the three example networks. By
repackaging the components, a significant number of SFP+
modules can be eliminated. Adding EEP and QSFP modules
can further reduce part counts.
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TABLE 5

Part counts for three example network configurations.

Network 1 Network 2 Network 3
ASIC 720 720 720
CPU 720 132 132
PHY 17,280 17,280 10,368
SFP+ 17,280 10,368 3,456
EEP 0 0 1,728
QSFP 0 0 1,728

Table 6 lists cost and power consumption estimates for the
different parts. Power consumption estimates were obtained
from data sheets and product briefs. Cost estimates, which
were obtained from distributors, necessarily represent a snap-
shot in time and may change with the marketplace.

TABLE 6

Representative cost and power consumption
estimates for part in Table 5.

Part Cost ($) Power (W)
ASIC 410 22
CPU 130 8
PHY 10 0.8
SFP+ 250 1

EEP 10 2
QSFP 600 25

Table 7 compares several additional characteristics of the
three example networks. Although all three networks have
equivalent bisection bandwidth, Network 2 is strictly better
than Network 1 and Network 3 is strictly better than Network
2. Table 7 does not account for one-time NRE costs, which
can be larger for Network 3 than for Network 2 due to the EEP
ASIC. Table 7 shows that the largest gains come from repack-
aging the fat-tree. The EEP ASIC also provides a significant
improvement.

TABLE 7

Comparison of representative parameters of
example network configurations.

Network 1 Network 2 Network 3
Bisection Bandwidth (Tb/s) 34.56 34.56 34.56
Cost ($M) 4.88 3.07 2.33
Power Consumption (kW) 52.7 41.0 36.4
Cabling Complexity 3,456 96 96
Space (Rack Units) 720 192 114

Optical transceiver modules can account for approxi-
mately 21% of the overall power consumption and approxi-
mately 81% of the overall cost of Network 3. Thus, further
developments in efficiency and cost of optical transceiver
module technology will add further benefits to the current
subject matter. Less expensive optical transceivers currently
in development utilize recent advances in photonic integrated
circuits to allow multiple optical transceivers to be fabricated
on a single chip. For example, chips available from Luxtera
(Carlsbad, Calif.) can be used to build a 40 Gb/s active cable,
which is a fiber cable with transceivers permanently attached
to both ends.

In further implementations, as noted above, the current
subject matter can include an EEP ASIC, which functions as
an Ethernet traffic groomer to aggregate frames from multiple
low-rate links and tunnel them over a single higher-rate link.
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Two standards currently exist for traffic grooming: synchro-
nous optical networking and synchronous digital hierarchy
(SONET/SDH) and IEEE 802.l1ad. SONET/SDH was
designed for transporting both voice and data traffic over long
distances of optical fiber while also supporting quality of
service (QoS) and providing very low jitter. IEEE 802.1ad,
which supports virtual local area network (VL AN) tunneling,
can bridge multiple remote Ethernet networks connected to a
single carrier network.

SONET/SDH can provide excessive functionality with a
corresponding higher overhead than is necessary for the cur-
rent task. At the same time, IEEE 802.1ad requires an entire
Ethernet frame to be stored on chip before forwarding it
through a higher-rate port. This is a limitation of the Ethernet
protocol, which does not allow frame fragmentation. Store-
and-forward can become a significant source of latency, espe-
cially when used in a multi-stage switch such as a fat-tree.

A lightweight protocol, called the Ethernet extension pro-
tocol (EEP), has therefore been developed to eliminate the
latency and buffering requirements of IEEE 802.1ad. EEP as
described herein includes techniques from other synchronous
protocols, such as for example asynchronous transfer mode
(ATM). EEP can be very simple, can require little or no
configuration, and can be completely invisible to the rest of
the network. Because of these features, EEP can be compat-
ible with current data center bridging efforts such as IEEE
802.1Qau, 802.1Qaz, and 802.1Qbb.

EEP provides for abstraction of a set of 16 virtual Ethernet
links, multiplexed over a single physical Ethernet link. As
shown in the process flow diagram 1000 of FIG. 10, EEP
breaks up an Ethernet frame received at the CPU from a
switch port into a sequence of 64B segments at 1002, and
encapsulates each segment into an EEP frame at 1004. At
1006, each EEP frame originating from the same switch port
can be assigned the same Virtual Link Identification (ID),
which is similar to a VL AN tag. The EEP frames are passed
from the CPU to a destination switch port at 1010.

FIG. 11 shows an example EEP frame format 1100. The
first EEP frame in the sequence, which corresponds to the first
64B of an Ethernet frame, has the start of frame (SOF) bit
1102 set. All other EEP frames in the sequence have the SOF
bit cleared. The last EEP frame has the end of frame (EOF) bit
1104 set. The last EEP frame will likely not have a 64B
payload. In this case, the length (LEN) bit 1106 is set, which
indicates that the second byte in the EEP frame is part of the
header rather than the payload. This second header byte
records the number of valid bytes in the payload. In the
common case, each EEP frame can use one header byte. Only
final EEP frames use two header bytes. Three unused bits are
reserved for future use.

While IEEE 802.1ad is limited to store-and-forward, EEP
can use cut-through switching to begin transmitting an Eth-
ernet frame on an output port after the first EEP frame has
been received. However, care should be taken when using
cut-through switching. The EEP receiver should never run out
of bytes part way through the transmission of an Ethernet
frame, as this can corrupt the frame. Such a scenario can be
avoided if the EEP transmitter services the input queues in a
timely and round-robin fashion. If an EEP frame happens to
be dropped and omitted from a reassembled packet, the frame
check sequence (i.e., checksum) can invalidate the larger
Ethernet frame, since it is passed on as part of the EEP
payload.

EEP can add overhead to a link. For example, a standard
1500B Ethernet payload can actually require 1538B for trans-
mission after accounting for the preamble, header, frame
check sequence, and inter-frame gap. Thus, EEP can add an
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additional 25B of headers to create 24 EEP frames from the
original Ethernet frame. Normally, this would reduce the
capacity of the link by 1.6%, a small but annoying amount.
However, the PHY's and the optical transceivers can be over-
clocked by at least 1.6% to recover the lost capacity. This
technique is frequently used in both proprietary and merchant
silicon.

In an illustrative example, both IEEE 802.1ad and EEP
were implemented in hardware using a Xilinx Virtex-5
LX110T FPGA. Due to limited resources, the implementa-
tion was simplified to use four GbE ports and one 10 GbE port
rather than four 10 GbE ports and one 40 GbE port. However,
the design also clearly generalizes to faster rates. The custom
logic used in this example totaled 3,480 lines of the hardware
description language Verilog-2001 and internet protocols
available from Xilinx, Inc. (San Jose, Calif.) was used for the
PHY, media access control (MAC), and first in-first out
(FIFO) cores. The designs were verified using a custom test
bench totaling 1,200 lines of SystemVerilog-2005 and the
designs were simulated with ModelSim 6.4, which is avail-
able from Mentor Graphics (Wilsonville, Oreg.). Version 10.1
of Xilinxo Synthesis Technology, available from Xilinx, Inc.,
was used for logic synthesis. Table 8 shows results of this
comparison, including a percentage of the field program-
mable gate array (FPGA) was used for each approach. The
EEP implementation is slightly smaller because of leveraging
of cut-through switching to reduce the buffer size. The EEP
implementations were actually small enough to fit into the
second smallest interlaced extensible trace (LXT) device
available from Xilinx, indicating that an ASIC conversion
would produce an extremely inexpensive and low power chip.

TABLE 8

Device utilization parameters for IEEE 802.1ad - EEP comparison.

IEEE 802.1ad EEP

Flip Flops
LUTs
BlockRAM/FIFOs

5,427 (1%)
6,243 (9%)
11 (7%)

4,246 (6%)
5,004 (7%)
0 (0%)

Some merchant silicon vendors offer custom ASIC design
services, in which customer logic and IP can be integrated
directly into one of their existing devices. For example,
Broadcom Corp. (San Diego, Calif.) offers this service. EEP
and other PHY's could thus be directly integrated onto an
existing 24-port 10 GbE switch ASIC to further reduce cost
and power.

FIG. 12 shows a process flow chart 1200 illustrating a
method for creating a high speed switching network that
includes pod switches 200 such as those described above that
each include one or more uplink cards 206 connected to one
or more line cards 204 through a midplane circuit board 202
such that the one or more uplink cards 206 are disposed
substantially in parallel to one another and orthogonal to the
midplane circuit board 202 and the one or more line cards 204
are disposed in parallel to one another and orthogonal to the
midplane circuit board 202 and also to the one or more uplink
cards 206. At 1202, each of a plurality of data connections
from each of a plurality of uplink ASICs on each uplink card
206 of the pod switch 200 are connected to a different one of
a plurality of core switch ASICs at a core switch array card
800 of a core switch array 404. At 1204, each line card 204 is
connected to a plurality of computing nodes 408 such that the
line card 204 provides links between each computing node
408 and each of the one or more uplink cards via the midplane
circuit board 202.



US 8,842,688 B2

17

FIG. 13 is a graph 1300 showing round-trip latency of the
IEEE 802.1ad and EEP illustrative examples. Because of
store-and-forward, IEEE 802.1ad can add latency propor-
tional to the size of the Ethernet frame. EEP can add a con-
stant amount of latency regardless of frame size. The mea-
surements shown in FIG. 13 were obtained using a NetFPGA
configured for packet generation and capture. Both the IEEE
802.1ad and EEP examples work correctly under heavy load
without dropping or corrupting frames. The IEEE 802.1ad
example interoperates with other Ethernet devices.

A network switching approach such as described herein
can replace an entire data center network. For example, the
3,456-port InfiniBand switch available from Sun Microsys-
tems (Santa Clara, Calif.) is constructed as a 3-tier fat-tree of
720 Mellanox InfiniScale I1I 24-port switch ASICs, which are
available from Mellanox Technologies (Sunnyvale, Calif.). In
the current subject matter, everything can be packaged into a
single chassis. Each of 24 line cards 204 can contain 24
switch ASICs and each of 18 uplink or fabric cards 206 can
contain 8 switch ASICs. A midplane circuit board 202 can
connect the line cards 204 to the uplink or fabric cards 206
using 432 connectors with 64 pin pairs each.

One advantage of this monolithic design is the elimination
of expensive optical transceivers since all chips are close
enough to communicate over copper circuit board traces.
While the high density can lead to a cable management prob-
lem, proprietary splitter cables can be used to aggregate three
10 Gb/s InfiniBand channels over one cable. The pod switch-
based design should generalize to much larger networks, for
example 65,536 ports using 64-port 10 GbE merchant silicon.
In such an example, each of the 64 pod switches can support
1,024 ports.

The subject matter described herein can be embodied in
systems, apparatus, methods, and/or articles depending on
the desired configuration. In particular, various implementa-
tions of the subject matter described herein can be realized in
digital electronic circuitry, integrated circuitry, specially
designed application specific integrated circuits (ASICs),
computer hardware, firmware, software, and/or combinations
thereof. These various implementations can include imple-
mentation in one or more computer programs that are execut-
able and/or interpretable on a programmable system includ-
ing at least one programmable processor, which can be
special or general purpose, coupled to receive data and
instructions from, and to transmit data and instructions to, a
storage system, at least one input device, and at least one
output device.

These computer programs, which can also be referred to
programs, software, software applications, applications,
components, or code, include machine instructions for a pro-
grammable processor, and can be implemented in a high-level
procedural and/or object-oriented programming language,
and/or in assembly/machine language. As used herein, the
term “machine-readable medium” refers to any computer
program product, apparatus and/or device, such as for
example magnetic discs, optical disks, memory, and Pro-
grammable Logic Devices (PLDs), used to provide machine
instructions and/or data to a programmable processor, includ-
ing a machine-readable medium that receives machine
instructions as a machine-readable signal. The term
“machine-readable signal” refers to any signal used to pro-
vide machine instructions and/or data to a programmable
processor.

To provide for interaction with a user, the subject matter
described herein can be implemented on a computer having a
display device, such as for example a cathode ray tube (CRT)
oraliquid crystal display (LCD) monitor for displaying infor-
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mation to the user and a keyboard and a pointing device, such
as for example a mouse or a trackball, by which the user may
provide input to the computer. Other kinds of devices can be
used to provide for interaction with a user as well. For
example, feedback provided to the user can be any form of
sensory feedback, such as for example visual feedback, audi-
tory feedback, or tactile feedback; and input from the user
may be received in any form, including, but not limited to,
acoustic, speech, or tactile input.

The subject matter described herein can be implemented in
a computing system that includes a back-end component,
such as for example a data server, or that includes a middle-
ware component, such as for example an application server,
orthat includes a front-end component, such as for example a
client computer having a graphical user interface or a Web
browser through which a user can interact with an implemen-
tation of the subject matter described herein, or any combi-
nation of such back-end, middleware, or front-end compo-
nents. The components of the system can be interconnected
by any form or medium of digital data communication, such
as for example a communication network. Examples of com-
munication networks include, but are not limited to, a local
area network (“LAN”), a wide area network (“WAN”), and
the Internet.

The computing system can include clients and servers. A
client and server are generally remote from each other and
typically interact through a communication network. The
relationship of client and server arises by virtue of computer
programs running on the respective computers and having a
client-server relationship to each other.

The implementations set forth in the foregoing description
do not represent all implementations consistent with the sub-
ject matter described herein. Instead, they are merely some
examples consistent with aspects related to the described
subject matter. Although a few variations have been described
in detail above, other modifications or additions are possible.
In particular, further features and/or variations can be pro-
vided in addition to those set forth herein. For example, the
implementations described above can be directed to various
combinations and subcombinations of the disclosed features
and/or combinations and subcombinations of several further
features disclosed above. In addition, the logic flow depicted
in the accompanying figures and/or described herein do not
necessarily require the particular order shown, or sequential
order, to achieve desirable results. Other implementations
may be within the scope of the following claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a midplane circuit board comprising an uplink card con-
nector receiver disposed on a first side and a line card
connector receiver disposed on a second side that is
opposite the first side;

anuplink card comprising a first uplink card connector and
a second uplink card connector, the first uplink card
connector disposed at least adjacently to a first uplink
card edge and the second uplink card connector disposed
at least adjacently to a second uplink card edge that is
disposed oppositely to the first uplink card edge, the
uplink card connecting to the midplane circuit board
such that the first uplink card connector interfaces with
the uplink card connector receiver with the uplink card
disposed orthogonally to the midplane circuit board;

a line card comprising a first line card connector disposed
at least adjacently to a first line card edge and a second
line card connector disposed at least adjacently to a
second line card edge that is disposed oppositely to the
first line card edge, the line card connecting to the mid-
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plane circuit board such that the first line card connector
interfaces with the line card connector receiver with the
line card disposed orthogonally to both of the midplane
circuit board and the uplink card; and

a central processing unit disposed on the midplane circuit

board; and

at least one memory storing instructions that, when

executed by the central processing unit, cause the central

processing unit to perform operations comprising:

encapsulating each segment in a sequence of 64 byte
segments into a separate Ethernet extension protocol
frame, the sequence of 64 byte segments resulting
from breaking up a Ethernet frame received from a
switch port on the line card or the uplink card;

assigning a same virtual link identification to all Ether-
net extension protocol frames originating from the
switch port; and

passing the Ethernet extension protocol frames from the
central processing unit to a destination switch port.

2. The apparatus as in claim 1, wherein the uplink card
comprises a plurality of uplink switches configured to con-
nect one or more core switches at a core switching array with
the line card.

3. The apparatus as in claim 1, wherein the line card com-
prises a plurality of line switches configured to connect a
plurality of computing nodes with the uplink card.

4. The apparatus as in claim 1, further comprising: one or
more substantially planar additional line cards each compris-
ing an additional first line card connector disposed at least
adjacently to an additional first line card edge and an addi-
tional second line card connector disposed at least adjacently
to an additional second line card edge that is disposed oppo-
sitely to the additional first line card edge, each of the addi-
tional line cards connecting to the midplane circuit board
such that the additional first line card connector interfaces
with a corresponding additional line card connector receiver
on the midplane circuit board, the additional line cards being
disposed parallel to the line card and orthogonally to both of
the midplane circuit board and the uplink card.

5. The apparatus as in claim 1, further comprising: one or
more substantially planar additional uplink cards each com-
prising an additional uplink line card connector disposed at
least adjacently to an additional first uplink card edge and an
additional second uplink card connector disposed at least
adjacently to an additional second uplink card edge that is
disposed oppositely to the additional first uplink card edge,
each of the additional uplink cards connecting to the mid-
plane circuit board such that the additional first uplink con-
nector interfaces with a corresponding additional uplink con-
nector receiver on the midplane circuit board, the additional
uplink cards being disposed parallel to the uplink card and
orthogonally to both of the midplane circuit board and the line
card.

6. The apparatus as in claim 5, wherein the uplink card and
the one or more additional uplink cards each comprises a
plurality of uplink switches configured to connect one or
more core switches at a core switching array with the line card
and with a plurality of computing nodes connected to the line
card.

7. The apparatus as in claim 5, wherein the line card com-
prises a plurality of line switches configured to connect a
plurality of computing nodes connected to the line card with
the uplink card and the one or more additional uplink cards
and with one or more core switches at a core switching array
that are connected to a plurality of uplink switches on each of
the uplink card and the one or more additional uplink cards.
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8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the second uplink card
connector is configured to connect to a core switch array for
forwarding traffic to and from the core switch array.

9. The apparatus of claim 8, wherein the uplink card also
acts as a fabric switch to provide connections between the line
card and at least one additional line card connected to an
additional line card connector receiver on the second side of
the midplane circuit board.

10. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the uplink card and
the line card are substantially planar.

11. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the uplink card and
the line card are planar.

12. The apparatus as in claim 1, further comprising a cen-
tral processing unit and at least one memory storing instruc-
tions that, when executed by the central processing unit, cause
the central processing unit to perform operations comprising:

breaking up an Ethernet frame received at the central pro-

cessing unit from a switch port on the line card or uplink
card in a sequence of 64 byte segments.

13. The apparatus as in claim 1, further comprising a cen-
tral processing unit and at least one memory storing instruc-
tions that, when executed by the central processing unit, cause
the central processing unit to perform operations comprising:

encapsulating each 64 byte segment of a sequence of 64

byte segments into a separate Ethernet extension proto-
col frame, the sequence of 64 byte segments resulting
from breaking up of an Ethernet frame.

14. The apparatus as in claim 1, further comprising a cen-
tral processing unit and at least one memory storing instruc-
tions that, when executed by the central processing unit, cause
the central processing unit to perform operations comprising:

assigning a same virtual link identification to all Ethernet

extension protocol frames originating from a switch port
on the line card; and

passing the Ethernet extension protocol frames from the

central processing unit to a destination switch port.

15. A method of creating a switching network comprising
one or more pod switches that each comprise uplink cards
connected to line cards through a midplane circuit board such
that the uplink cards are disposed substantially in parallel to
one another and orthogonal to the midplane circuit board and
to the line cards, the method comprising:

connecting, via second uplink card connectors disposed

adjacent a second uplink card edge of each uplink card,
each of a plurality of data connections from each of a
plurality of uplink circuits on each uplink card ofthe pod
switch to a different one of a plurality of core switch
circuits at a core switch array card of a core switch array,
the second uplink card edge being opposite to a first
uplink card edge disposed adjacent to the midplane cir-
cuit board;

connecting, via second line card connectors disposed adja-

cent a second line card edge of each uplink card each line
card to a plurality of computing nodes such that the line
card provides links between each computing node and
each of the one or more uplink cards via the midplane
circuit board, the second line card edge being opposite to
a first line card edge disposed adjacent to the midplane
circuit board;

encapsulating each segment in a sequence of 64 byte seg-

ments into a separate Ethernet extension protocol frame,
the sequence of 64 byte segments resulting from break-
ing up a Ethernet frame received from a switch port on
the line card or the uplink card;

assigning a same virtual link identification to all Ethernet

extension protocol frames originating from the switch
port; and
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passing the Ethernet extension protocol frames from a
central processing unit on the midplane circuit board to
a destination switch port.

16. A high speed switching network system comprising:

a plurality of pod switches that each comprise:

a midplane circuit board comprising an uplink card con-
nector receiver disposed on a first side and a line card
connector receiver disposed on a second side that is
opposite the first side;

an uplink card comprising a first uplink card connector and
a second uplink card connector, the first uplink card
connector disposed at least adjacently to a first uplink
card edge and the second uplink card connector disposed
at least adjacently to a second uplink card edge that is
disposed oppositely to the first uplink card edge, the
uplink card connecting to the midplane circuit board
such that the first uplink card connector interfaces with
the uplink card connector receiver with the uplink card
disposed orthogonally to the midplane circuit board; and

a line card comprising a first line card connector disposed
at least adjacently to a first line card edge and a second
line card connector disposed at least adjacently to a
second line card edge that is disposed oppositely to the
first line card edge, the line card connecting to the mid-
plane circuit board such that the first line card connector
interfaces with the line card connector receiver with the
line card disposed orthogonally to both of the midplane
circuit board and the uplink card;

a central processing unit disposed on the midplane circuit
board;
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at least one memory storing instructions that, when

executed by the central processing unit, cause the central

processing unit to perform operations comprising:

encapsulating each segment in a sequence of 64 byte
segments into a separate Ethernet extension protocol
frame, the sequence of 64 byte segments resulting
from breaking up a Ethernet frame received from a
switch port on the line card or the uplink card;

assigning a same virtual link identification to all Ether-
net extension protocol frames originating from the
switch port; and

passing the Ethernet extension protocol frames from the
central processing unit to a destination switch port;
and

a core switch array that comprises:

one or more core switch array cards that each comprises a

core switch central processing unit, a plurality of core
switch circuits, and connectors for connecting to the
second uplink card connectors of the uplink cards of the
plurality of pod switches for forwarding of traffic
between the core switch array and the uplink cards, each
of the one or more core switch arrays controlling more
than one of the uplink cards.

17. The high speed switching network system as in claim
16, wherein the circuits comprise application-specific inte-
grated circuits.

18. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein each uplink card
also acts as a fabric switch to provide connections between
the line card and at least one additional line card connected to
an additional line card connector receiver on the second side
of each midplane circuit board.
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